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A FEW WORDS FROM DIDI
Twenty-five years ago, AMURTEL Family opened the doors of a newly built house
to welcome Iosif and another nine children that had been abandoned in state
institutions. It was a remarkable year to celebrate this landmark anniversary, in the
midst of all of the uncertainties of the global COVID-19 pandemic. I want to
personally express my deep gratitude to each of you from our growing family of
supporters, as your support was especially crucial during this tumultuous year of
challenge. You gave the children in our care, the stability, love, and hope they
needed to get through so many restrictions, interruptions in schooling, lockdowns,
and anxieties.
It was an especially amazing feeling to connect so many of you directly to the
children whose lives you have touched when we celebrated our 25th anniversary
online. The children were delighted to discover and meet friends and supporters
from so many corners of the globe. We will continue to organize events online, as
it proved to be a much more accessible way to get to know the children besides
traveling all the way to Panatau. We do, however, still really look forward to a day
when we can again invite you to come and meet the children face-to-face.
In the meantime, I am very pleased that all of our projects, including the
kindergarten, after-school center, and organic garden social enterprise, despite
extremely difficult obstacles, have all come out stronger. This year, the Rasarit
kindergarten also celebrated its 25th anniversary, and finally obtained state
accreditation, after more than 14 years of effort.
Thank you so much for your support!
Didi

Didi Ananda Devapriya
president

FROM SURVIVING TO THRIVING
As the pandemic generated unprecedented collective stress for all of us, it seemed inevitable it would
trigger the traumas of the children in the care of AMURTEL Family. Especially considering how difficult
it has been even for mature, healthy adults to deal with such an unpredictable situation, we were
especially concerned that the restrictions of the lockdown would increase the children's frustration to
a boiling point and lead to either aggression or withdrawal and depression.

Empathy Inspired by Sacrifice
To our amazement though, thanks to the wonderful approach of the AMURTEL Family team of
caregivers, going through a collective hardship with the attention of kind, balanced adults had an
unexpected positive impact. The whole context seems to have created more unity, and brought out
more empathic qualities in the children! The children were truly touched and inspired by the sacrifice
they witnessed when their caregivers, were separated from their families on the Easter holiday and
during their birthdays to be with them. They expressed their appreciation in sweet and touching ways,
organizing talent shows, teaching their caregivers to ride bicycles, and making posters with
encouraging messages. When the first 14-day shift ended and the next group of caregivers came to
work, one of the boys wrote, "Welcome! Don't worry, we will be good and cooperative!"
The leadership of Mirela Birla, the project director was so important. As the home went into lockdown
she announced "We are going to have a vacation together!"

Had the caregivers been depressed,

frustrated, angry, or negative, this would have quickly transferred to the children. Rather, they created
a festive atmosphere, filled with art projects, dancing, gardening, and lots of bicycling in the courtyard.
The Bucharest team also worked hard to keep them supplied with care packages full of craft supplies,
activity ideas, seeds and flower bulbs, good quality DVDs, books and recipes.

Blessed with Space and Friends!
Another important factor was that the children enjoyed such a spacious outdoor play area, well
equipped with swings, a trampoline, gardens, paved areas for bicycling and skating, a sandbox, and
lots of space for running and playing. They also had the additional advantage of having plenty of other
children to socialize with. Most importantly, having the support of all of those of you in our loyal
sponsor group gave us the stability needed to thrive!
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HOW TO EAT AN ELEFANT: KINDERGARTEN
ACCREDITATON AFTER 14 YEARS OF EFFORT
One out of seven!
After a journey of 14 years of steady, incremental efforts and investments in both the physical
infrastructure and the team, AMURTEL's "Gradinita Rasarit" Neohumanist kindergarten in Bucharest, at last,
received state accreditation. From sponsoring our two senior teachers to obtain university degrees to
investing in major renovations in the building, to undergoing a 5-year process to obtain a fire safety
permit, this was an endeavor that was only possible because of the long-term commitment of many
supporters, including Amici Nel Mondo and Lanesra Foundation that funded renovations and accreditation.
The kindergarten was one out of only seven that successfully passed the accreditation process in the
entire country in 2020, out of more than a hundred applicants. This was a significant achievement for the
whole team, just in time for the celebration of the kindergarten's 25th anniversary,

It was not only an

important recognition of quality but now the kindergarten is eligible to receive an annual state subsidy,
that will contribute at least 40,000 euros into our budget. We are so grateful for the extra support that
you offered this year, ensuring that we could hire an expert consultant to guide us through the process,
and allowing us to survive the budget shortfalls created by the pandemic. Your investment has paid off
and will result in years of continued stability for the kindergarten. This is a huge accomplishment,
especially considering that the financial pressures caused by the pandemic caused so many private
kindergartens to close in Bucharest.

How to eat an elephant?
The accreditation process required an immense amount of bureaucratic documentation. In the final days
of preparation, we counted 123 binders of files of information that had been organised and prepared for
the inspection, and then, at the very last minute, the ministry announced that the inspection would take
place online. As fate would have it, our kindergarten was the very first to be called for online inspection,
which gave us only four days to scan an overwhelming list of documents. Throughout the entire process,
the director, Floarea Diaconu, showed admirable determination and dedication. She kept her inspiration
alive in the face of the enormity of the challenge by repeating the saying "How to eat an elephant? Bite by
bite."
During the inspection, as Ms. Diaconu and Didi described the various educational projects the kindergarten
has led, including international collaborations like Children in Permaculture, Peace Education, diversity
projects etc., they were visibly moved and impressed, and spontaneously declared "You really deserve to
be accredited!". A few months later, when we received the accreditation certificate, Mrs. Diaconu proudly
exclaimed,

"We ate the elephant!" Thank you for believing in us!
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OFFERING SOLIDARITY TO STRUGGLING NEIGHBORS
AMURTEL Organizes Food Bank Deliveries in the Community
The pandemic created an additional burden of stress on the already struggling rural community of
Panatau, where many families and the elderly barely have enough income to eat. With the loss of income
from already scarce jobs, many were in very critical situations. With your support and a partnership with
the Food Bank, AMURTEL mobilized the Fountain of Hope After School team to deliver food to about 45
families and impoverished senior citizens in need every week during the lockdown, and at least a few
times a month since then.

Supporting Online Learning at the Fountain of Hope After School Center
As school shifted online, many of the schoolchildren in Panatau risked being left behind. At home, parents
faced multiple challenges in keeping up with lessons. Some only had a personal telephone, with no other
devices that they could dedicate to online classes, and often with children that were in different grades
and simultaneous lessons. Many did not have internet coverage. On top of that, many parents are illiterate
or with very low education levels and have difficulty understanding the lessons well enough to be able to
assist their children.
There was an acute need to support many of the children attending the Fountain of Hope After School
with online learning, or they would risk remaining far behind their more advantaged peers. Thanks to the
generous outpouring of support from all of you, the center was able to invest in several laptops. In
addition, the local community school contributed with ten tablet computers.

More importantly, you

enabled each child to receive the personalized support of the Fountain of Hope team so they could
understand and keep up with lessons.

Water in the Desert - Summer Festivals for Children to Socialize
After months of being isolated at home with online learning, the children in Panatau were so grateful to
have the opportunity to come to the center and meet their friends again!

During the summer months,

your support gave them the chance to play outdoors together, express their creativity with arts and crafts.
Partners from Ovidiu Ro came to lead a special "Story-telling Island" program, to encourage reading as
well.

Never have the children been so excited and happy to come to the center, even with the new,

uncomfortable restrictions of wearing masks and keeping distance. It was truly water in the desert, after a
difficult year. At the start of the pandemic, the children participated in a national campaign "Va fi bine"
(Everything will be ok" making paintings with this message, and that positive spirit carried us through a
difficult time, together.
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GRADINA BIO AMURTEL MAKES HEADLINES
In the beginning of May 2020, as the COVID-19 pandemic
triggered lockdowns and interrupted supply chains worldwide,
AMURTEL Bio Garden, was in the headlines on the newspapers
and TV as interest in small, local, short-chain distribution grew.
The AMURTEL Bio Garden is set up as a Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) project and delivers a weekly basket of
seasonal, organically certified vegetables to an average of 35
members in Bucharest and Buzau from April – December, as
well as to the children in AMURTEL Family and Fountain of
Hope.. Community Supported Agriculture is a system in which
members invest in a seasonal membership, thus developing a
close and personal relationship with the producer and
receiving vegetables straight from “farm to plate”, eliminating
middle-men. The pandemic has exposed the fragility of the
large-scale centralized model agriculture that is dependent on
elaborate supply chains to reach consumers. It has also helped
to highlight the importance of creating locally sustainable
alternatives such as CSAs.

POLARIS'S TEAM OF CHRISTMAS HELPERS
Part of building self-esteem in the children of AMURTEL Family
is offering them opportunities to offer help to others whenever
possible, so they do not become identified with the relatively
powerless "receiver" role. "Polaris" is a character that Didi
created several years ago, as a magical polar bear that helps
Santa Claus with delivering presents. Sometimes the elves eat
too much sugar and forget to do their jobs, so some good
children remain without presents. Polaris came to Panatau to
ensure that our children, who had never before received gifts,
would not be forgotten again. Polaris also likes to leave the
children a trail of clues to solve, leading them to a special
surprise.

This year the children were delighted to receive a request from
Polaris to deliver bags with presents to their friends from the
Fountain of Hope as one of the tasks during the treasure hunt.
They enjoyed having the chance to see friends they hadn't
seen in months and to be the bearers of special surprises!

At

the end of the adventure, and solving many puzzles, they each
discovered a frame of pictures hidden under their pillows back
home!
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FIRST TIME AT THE SEA!
In last weeks of summer, after more than 100 days of
lockdown during the springtime, you gave the teenagers an
important and welcome relief, bringing them to the seaside
with Didi. For Cristina and George it was the very first time in
their lives that they swam in the sea! Like all of the children
that come into the care of AMURTEL Family, they come from
very impoverished, disorganized families, plagued by
alcoholism and domestic violence. Before coming to
AMURTEL Family, they have never experienced vacations or
other simple pleasures of childhood that most of us take for
granted.
After the stress of all of the pandemic restrictions, in which
they could not even leave the courtyard of the children's
home, it particularly therapeutic to spend time in the sun and
waves.

HIKING, CANOEING AND GAINING LIFESKILLS!
This year, your support also brought the seven preteens and teens of AMURTEL Family for a life-skills
building wilderness adventure with our long-term
partners "Outward Bound".

Together with the well-

trained team of specialists from Outward Bound, the
children

spent

several

days

immersed

in

nature,

overcoming challenges and learning invaluable skills in
teamwork, communication and taking responsibility.
This program is one of the key components in preparing
the children for independent life as adults when they
leave care. They work in teams and self-organize the
meals, learn orientation with a map and compass, and
stretch

beyond

their

comfort

zone

with

lots

challenging new experiences!
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Thank you to our big family
of supporters!
Our major donors in 2020:
Verein Kinderheim
Constar Grup
Piccoli Passi SRL
Ricky Stein
Constantin Aurel Paraschiv
Libera Associazione Amici Nel Mondo
Vishvabandhu Valeriano Chiettini
Asociatia Rotary Club Atheneum Bucuresti
Viitor Plus
CTDI
Tehno Bionic SRL
SC Kaercher Romania SRL
Kroma Trading Exim SRL
AMURTEL USA
Ray Deshaies
AMURT UK
Edvard Mogstad
Antonio Gino
Lanesra Foundation Inc.
Rosemary Deshaies
AMURT ONLUS
AMURT UK

Our monthly sponsors:
Cezara Cioloboc, Laura Mihaes, Romel Adrian, Dorothea Neagu, Camelia
Constantin, Liliana Ariton, Toni Cretu, Ruxandra Vintila, Gabriela Florentina Livni,
Maria Stoica, Florentina Constantin, Dan Teleanu, Mihaela Daranga, Corina
Maria Cincan, Olivia Codruta Boar, Lavinia Gavrila-Sturza, Ana Maria Pistol,
Alexandra Draghici, Valentina Gheorghe, Alexandra Rosca, Oana Catalina
Ciobanu, Elena Bedea, Amristara Elia Crucianu, Nicoleta Nedelcu, Brian Hearn,
Clementina Timus, Evgeniya Bubnova, Lambjerg Hansen, Karen Bluemcke,
Pashupati Steven Landau, Rainjan Ray Guthrey, Rudranii Ruth Li, Tanmaya
Thomas, Vishala Baker, Surabhi Sermin Boekhoven,Chandragupta,Parashakti
Patricia Martley, Vivek Bruce Mc Ewen, Madhavii Ada Merz,Rekha Ruai Gregory,
Dada Jagadhiishananda Andrew Rawlings, Vishvamitra Sid Charles Jordan,
Istadeva Eric Mager,Ankur Yoga, Bhaktidevii Michela Urbani, Gunatiita Gerda
Dufwa, Marc Deshaies, Birgit Lambjerg Hansen, Nirmala Clare Boland, Karun
Christian Franzelin, Zonnelicht School, Samarpan Petter Nataas, Mahima Laura
Sarnella, John Riley, Sarita Devii Sara Joppi, Diane Alcantara, Juliette Deshaies,
Naveen Joshi, Miirabai Mirella Protti, Beatriz Casteres Olarreaga, Hladinii Lasse
Tandero, Gaia De Muro, Laksman Robert Eklund, Eddy Edel, Lalita Lucia
Tomassetti, Rainjita Lorenza Bettini, Pamela Incao, Gurumayii Chiara
Tarracchini, Laura Liduma, Cristina Mevi, Alessandra Giacomelli, Carolina
Lambiase, Cirasmita Cyndi Buchanan, Deepa Deepti Patel, Shravana Shaman
Hatley, Krsnatma Gustavo Monje, Denise Paasche, Jessica House, Lismarie
Quinones, Shanti Sandra Jimenez Gonzalez, Bhakti Meena Wanda Pasolini,
Mahima Light, Chandravati Chastity Rodriguez – Hamilton, Jeffrey Chen,
Sudhatman Hideo Nagashima, Padma Patrizia Perrone, Eleonora Di Lauro,
Monica Paraschiva Kasza, Daniel Gross, Roberto Carmelo Alvarez, Sonali SSun
(Susan Bear), Janice Hendry Cote, Shiva Kumar Rheaman - Ray Wood, Miria di
Marco, Genevieve Mason, Devi - Juliet Thompson, Michele Renee, Craig
Goldberg, Jyoti & Tarak Henrique Pinotti, Ramadeva Fabio Filho, Jiivadhara Karin
Secrest, Nirmal Kronenberg, Kathleen Kesson, Citra Thuy Ngoc Tran, Guhan
Gregorio.
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