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AMURTEL ROMANIA

10th Anniversary of the Fountain of Hope
It is thanks to the continuous support of our loyal community of sponsors,
that the Fountain of Hope After School Center celebrated its 10th
anniversary in the rural community of Panatau, Buzau county. Since it first
opened its doors in 2007, Fountain of Hope has been offering hot meals,
help with homework, and creative extracurricular activities and sports! The
center has also provided opportunties and encouragement for the children
and youth to become active citizens and volunteer in the community. While
other after-school centers that opened up in the same period as Fountain of
Hope have since closed, thanks to the involvement of sponsors the center
has been able to weather many ups and downs and continue to provide
services to help keep children in school and excited about learning!

About AMURTEL:
AMURTEL oﬀers help, opportunity and hope to vulnerable people impacted
by social and economic disadvantages. AMURTEL România was founded in
1995. Its first projects included establishing two kindergartens that
pioneered inclusive education for children with disabilities together with
typically developing peers and a family-style children’s home for children
that had been living in the large, neglectful state institutions during the
Communist period. We believe that all children need and deserve a loving
environment in order to develop their full potential.
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Protection
offering the security of a family, food
and shelter to those in need of these
most basic requirements

Familia AMURTEL
Settled in, and starting to blossom!
In 2016, six small children between the ages of
three to nine were placed in the care of Centru
Rezidential Familia AMURTEL by the Child
Protection Services, after being taken out of
situations of neglect or abuse. The children
were overjoyed to be reunited with their siblings,
as in the first phase of their placement they had
been separated. In the past year, they have
settled in beautifully. They have strong, trusting
relationships with the caregivers Mirela,
Luminita, Irina, Marina, Cici and Violeta. They
and feel safe, happy and are able to fully enjoy
their childhood!

that included sponsors, local authorities, friends
from other organisations and community
members. With a lot of support from the older
youth, the new children performed their first
theater piece - a very creative, personalised
rendition of “Snow White”.
In the spring, the children also planted their own
garden, and later in the autumn helped to
harvest vegetables, and prepare pickles, jams,
zacusca and roast eggplants for “salata de
vinete.”

The older youth that are still living in the home
have enjoyed becoming older brothers for the
children and are actively involved in setting up
games and activities for them.

In the summer vacation, the children enjoyed a
holiday at the AMURTEL Gradina Bio, where
they spent the days in nature, learning
swimming in the nearby river, hiking and playing
outside.

In April 2017, Familia AMURTEL hosted an Open
Day program and received more than 60 guests

They also went on many excursions to enjoy
historical and natural wonders in the surrounding
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Familia
AMURTEL 2017
continued:

You made
Christmas
magical

area, such as the Berca Mud
Volcanoes, the Amber Museum
of Colti, the caves of Alunis, the
Car nu Monastery and the
sculpture garden in Magura.
They also enjoyed
Buzau, where they
opportunity to drive
eat pizza and go to
theater!

Thanks to
sponsors,
particularly those
in Bucuresti for
helping Santa
Claus to make a
magical surprise
for the children
on Christmas
morning!

visiting
had the
go-carts,
a movie

The children are also
encouraged to develop
volunteer spirit and the joy of
giving from an early age, by
involving them in initiatives to
help disadvantaged families
and the elderly in the small
community of Panatau. The
small children shared a part of
the chocolates donated to
AMURTEL at Easter time with
other neighbors, and at
Christmas time they helped to
prepare and deliver packages of
food for 10 elderly in the village.
In addition, some of the older
youth from the home are
actively involved in volunteering
at AMURTEL’s Fountain of
Hope program and were very
involved in hosting the guests
from Scotland this year.
The small children also had the
opportunity to visit Bucharest
for the first time in December,
when one of our loyal sposnors,
Camelia Constantin, invited
them to a theater performance
and lunch at a restaurant, and

driving through the center of the
city to see the glittering display
of Christmas lights!
The smallest children were
absolutely transfixed by the
novelty of seeing the actors on
stage in elaborate costumes!
They also enjoyed playing on an
enormous slide in one of the big
children’s parks in the city.
In December, a friend in Buzau
made beautiful traditional
costumes for the children,
w h i c h t h e y w o re t o s i n g
Christmas carols in Buzau and
during the school plays
Thanks to the involvement of
many sponsors, the children
enjoyed a very magical
Christmas! Santa Claus himself
personally delivered some gifts,
but surprised them on
Christmas morning when they
woke up to find presents
arranged under the tree by a
mysterious midnight visitor.
In the coming year, we look
forward to involving more new
sponsors, so that we can
receive more small children as
the older ones move out.

Enjoying a springtime picnic

Hiking in the nearby hills to visit a
Monastery
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Empowerment
supporting youth in their journey
towards adulthood and facilitating
people to develop their potential

Vistara: Social integration program for young adults
The Vistara program was developed to
ensure that the young people that have grown
up in Familia AMURTEL are well prepared for
the responsabilities of independent, adult life,
and oﬀers them continuing support until they
are fully integrated in society.
The program includes involving the youth
that are preparing to leave care in gaining life
skills through working part time in social
enterprises we run or partner with, such as
Gradina Bio AMURTEL or Pensiunea Valea
Lupului. This provides them with useful,
practical skills and experience, as well as giving
them the opportunity to earn and manage
money. We also organise adventure camping
trips, in which they face challenges and learn
important life skills and attitudes.
In 2017, two of the older youth decided they
were prepared to leave the home to start their
independent life. One of them is still living
nearby in the village of Panatau and is quite
proud to be on his own, and the other one is

living independently with his girlfriend in
Bucharest and working at a call center.
In the meantime, one of the other older
boys has taken courses in as a hairdresser, and
is quite talented and ambitious. He is already
earning money by cutting hair for his friends.
Two of the other youth attended a program in
the summer at Concordia “Scoala de Meserii”,
a partner organisation.
We also provide ongoing support for the
adults with mental disabilities that grew up in
the Familia AMURTEL home. Two of them are
well integrated as adults with part time jobs as
cleaning assistants at the afterschool center
and Familia AMURTEL home.
In Bucharest, in 2017 AMURTEL launched a
new social apartment program in which young
people from AMURTEL and other services
receive transitional housing and support in
developing their abilities to live independently
and maintain a job.
In 2017, five youth
benefitted from the program.
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Sustainability
encouraging an ecological
outlook, grassroots community
development and social
enterprise

AMURTEL’s Bio Garden

Five tons of organic produce in 2017

The AMURTEL Bio Garden concluded its
sixth agricultural season in 2017, producing
more than 5 tons of fresh, seasonal organic
vegetable, delivered to a loyal group of 35 urban
consumers in Bucharest.
AMURTEL uses the community supported
agriculture model, which creates direct
partnerships between the farm and urban
consumers, eliminating the need for
intermediaries and ensuring a fair income to for
the farmers. The consumers sign a partnership
contract at the beginning of the season and then

receive a monthly basket of vegetables, at the
real price of production. This becomes much
more than a basic commercial transaction, as
the consumers develop a relationship of
solidarity with the farm.
Close communication through weekly
newsletters and the opportunity to visit the or
volunteer at the farm, courses on organic
agriculture or permaculture, help to consolidate
this relationship, as well as regular personal
contact.
In 2017, the garden benefitted greatly from
having a full-time volunteer, Didi A. Mainjiira from
Brazil, to coordinate the farm and other
volunteers, as well as the two local women that
are the backbone of the project, Cristina and
Daniela.
activitatiile locale la gradina.
The
garden generated 70,739 RON (15,720 euros)
and is self-suﬃcient.
Future plans include developing
educational opportunities for children and youth,
and involving more local farmers so that the
traditional village lifestyle can be maintained.
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Neohumanist
Education
awakening compassion, curiosity,
creativity and volunteer spirit

Neohumanist Kindergarten in Bucharest
Grădinița Răsărit
kindergarten has
developed
an
inclusive, innovative
curriculum based on the holistic approach of
Neohumanist education. The kindergarten
f ocuses on the child’s personal, i n n e r
development, their sense of interconnection with
nature and the development of compassion and
an inclusive outlook. The kindergarten, was
founded in 1995, specifically to oﬀer inclusive
education so that children with disabilities would
be able to be integrated alongside of typically
developing peers.
The curriculum is planned around three main
themes:
• I discover the world! – encouraging curiosity
and the exploration of both the natural and manmade world.

• I love everyone – nurturing universal love,
empathy and connection, as well as developing
ecological attitudes and a pro-diversity outlook
• I can help – supporting children to find ways to
contribute and participate in their community
The kindergarten was the first vegetarian
kindergarten in Romania, and this has become
increasingly attractive to parents in Bucharest
who are becoming more and more healthconscious. A part of the fresh produce used in
the kindergarten comes from the Gradina Bio
AMURTEL!
In 2017, the kindergarten was the main pilot
program for an innovative approach to ecological
education through the Neohumanist
Association’s Erasmus project “Children in
Permaculture” project.
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Integrating permaculture
into the curriculum!
The
Rasarit
Kindergarten aims
to create, together
with parents and the community, a warm,
inclusive environment that awakens the joy
of discovery, the desire to help others,
ecological awareness and supports the
moral and spiritual development of children
so that they can acquire the skills necessary
for a happy and balanced life.

visiting a home for the elderly, visiting a nearby
afterschool center and a mother-child center.
The kindergarten also puts an accent on
intercultural education, embracing diversity in
many different thematic projects. This year, the
children learned about India, meeting a family
that shared Indian foods, spices, clothing, music
and traditions with them. In addition, they learned
some mudras from a classical Indian dancer, and
met a representative from the Indian embassy.
In 2017, thanks to the involvement of our sister The children also made friends with people with
organisation, the Association of Neohumanist special needs, and celebrated the International
Education, in the “Children in Permaculture” Roma Day.
project, the kindergarten received a lot of
stimulating new ideas for improving our methods
for imparting
an ecological mindset to the
children.
The kindergarten team created a
vegetable and aromatic plants garden together
with the children.
Some of the teachers participated in a Forest
Kindergarten training and then involved the
children in open ended activities in nature, where
they made crafts out of found natural objects.
The children were also involved in activities
designed to encourage volunteer spirit, such as

Children
planting a
flower and
vegetable
garden at the
“Gradinita
Rasarit”
Sunrise
Neohumanist
Kindergarten
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Fountain of Hope
After School Center
Offering a better future
to disadvantaged
children through
homework support, hot meals and
extracurricular encrichment activities
designed to prevent school dropout and
create a safe, creative, joyful environment
for children in the Panatau village!
The year of 2017 marked a historic 10 year
anniversary for the Fountain of Hope After School
Center! Over the past ten years, more than 300
children have benefitted from the center’s
services. The achievements in the past 10 years
include 5 projects for the local community
financed by the Buzau County Council, 3
partnership projects with other NGOs, 5 editions
of the “Children’s Festival” - an activity that takes
place during the summer vacation, the
involvement of more than 100 local and
international volunteers, both in the day to day
activities of the center as well as during special
events, annual celebration of “National Volunteer
Week”; annual “Open Day” events and two
charity dinners to raise funds locally. In every
year, the children have received presents at
Christmas, Easter and Children’s Day (June 1st),
thanks to sponsors in Bucharest, and Novomatic

Fountain of
Hope 2017
Total expenses
11,999 euro
AMURTEL:
4956,84 euro
Panatau Local
Council
4057,14 euro

company, as well as by involving the local
community in donating sweets, clothing, stuffed
animals, etc. The students from the local
highschool “Radu Vladescu” and friends from the
Bucharest kindergarten and Morningstar center
have been particularly involved and generous.

Licensing!
After several years of efforts, the center was
officially recognized as a licensed social service
by the Romanian government in 2017. This is a
significant achievement and attests to the high
level of quality that the center is offering in the
community.
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Exchange of
experience
with 19
Scottish
children
As the group of 19 Scottish
school children from
the
“Children
in
Permaculture” (CiP) project,
all wearing matching green
baseball hats, waited in the
Otopeni airport in Bucharest
for their delayed flight home,
they decided to use the
opportunity to interview each
other about their experience
over the previous five days in
Romania.
“It was the chance of a
lifetime,” enthused one of the
boys, “I hope to come back,
and meet all my friends
again.”
“I really loved the Romania
trip” another girl said, then
proceeding to list her favorite
memories of the trip.
“I got to learn a lot about
permaculture and the ethics

Hiking in the nearby hills to visit a
Monastery

Learning
about
organic
agriculture!
The Scottish
children were
fascinated by the
traditional smallscale farming and
examples of
permaculture they
could see at the
AMURTEL Bio
Garden

and principles. It was great
fun!”
What made the experience
so memorable?
Every day was packed with
lear ning through novel
adventures, exploration and
hands-on outdoor activities in
nature.
It was not your
typical touristic trip, visiting
monuments and museums.
Rather, the children had an
experience from the “inside”,
playing alongside Romanian
children their own age at the
“Fountain of Hope”
afterschool center in Panatau,
a small rural village in the
mountains of Buzau county.
The children spent most of
their time, interacting with
o t h e r c h i l d re n f ro m t h e
projects of AMURTEL
Romania, which include the
afterschool center and the
“Familia AMURTEL”
children’s home. They were
also invited to visit and eat at
the homes of local families,
who impressed them with the
warmth and hospitality of the

Romanian people, as well as
giving them a direct
experience of small-scale
traditional village lifestyle and
agriculture.
They ate
homemade “cozonac” (sweet
bread),
and
“mamaliga” (polenta) with
freshly made sheep cheese.
When visiting AMURTEL’s Bio
Garden – the children also
learned more about
permaculture ethics (People
care, earth care and fair
share) and worked on
translating the permaculture
principles into child-friendly
language.
The experience concluded
with a lively evening of
cultural exchange as the
Romanian and Scottish
children shared traditional
dances and songs, and on
the last day the children also
visited a kindergarten and
middle school in Bucharest
that
had
created
permaculture inspired
gardens together with the
children, as outdoor learning
spaces.
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55 People of
All Ages
Participate in
the Third
Annual
Bicycle Race
in Panatau!
The third annual edition
of the “I want to be active!”
bicycle race, organized by
AMURTEL Romania took
p l a c e o n S u n d a y, 3
September 2017 in Panatau
village. Fifty five contestants
pedaled hard up the hills of
Panatau during the bicycle
race this year!
There were several age
categories, starting with
children as young as 7 years
old all the way up to two
courageous seniors over 60.
In total, there were
approximately 200 people
that came to the event to
cheer on the racers –
including 25 enthusiastic
volunteers from the local
highschool in Patarlagele,
inspired by their teacher

The race has generated a lot of
local enthusiasm and is an event
that the whole community looks
forward to!

I want to
be Active!
Financed by the
Buzau County
Council:
3200 RON

Marina Bratucu, who also
works at Familia AMURTEL
and Andreea Visan, our
volunteer coordinator. Daniel
Busuioc, another loyal
volunteer, came a day early
to Panatau to lead a bicycle
maintenance workshop to
make sure everyone’s bicycle
was safe for the competition.

youth. It is quite rare to see
such a level of volunteer spirit
in the rural Romanian
communities and this is an
aspect that particularly
impressed one of the visitors
from another city.

The competition was
financed by a grant from the
County Council of Buzau,
and run in partnership with
the mayor and local townhall.
The event ended with an
award ceremony, complete
with gold, silver and bronze
medals as well as certificates
for all participants!
It has already become local
tradition that the community
looks forward to which is
unique to the area. Indeed, it
is already attracting bicycle
enthusiasts from neighboring
towns as well! Perhaps one
of the most important
acheivements, however, is to
see the level of engagement
that it has generated,
especially amongst the

A team of 25 volunteers worked
behind the scenes to make the
event a success!
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Training and Partnerships
“Pathways to
Education”: Program
for Syrian Refugee
Children in Lebanon
In February, Denise Deshaies
(Didi), the president of
AMURTEL, travelled to Lebanon
to support a humanitarian
program initiated
by our
international partner organisation
AMURT USA, for Syrian
refugees. After initially aiding the
influx Syrian refugees fleeing
from the civil war with basic relief

AMURT’s “Child Focused Project
Development” approach, which
is a systematic, integrated
process of responding to the
emerging needs of the children
in order to create and adapt
services accordingly. The project
has been very successful,
supporting more than 1500
refugee families every year.
In addition, Didi was asked
to give training in project
management to a group of 12
senior staﬀ in the AMURT team,
in order to build the capacity of
the entire team to continue
developing further projects.

Sociocracy course:
an innovative method
for high performing
teams

Participants from the AMURT
Lebanon team learning project
proposal writing from AMURTEL
Romania’s president

interventions, distributing food
and non-food items, the
organisation then decided to
shift towards recovery work.
AMURT chose to concentrate on
building social stability by
focusing on the long term needs
of the children in the area for
psychosocial support and social
integration.
It developed
projects designed to increase
access to education and
protection. At the start of the
2014/2015 school years, more
than half of school age (5-12
years old) refugee children still
remained outside of the public
school system.
Didi documented the best
practices in a detailed report of

Conclusion of the
“Bio-Food for All”
project, in
partnership with
Prietenie Association
The “Bio-food For All” project, a
partenrship between Prietenia
(Friendship) Association and,
Sonnhalde Gempen Association
(Switzerland) and AMURTEL,
was implemented over the
course of 13 months, concluding
in February 2017. The project
was co-financed through a grant
from the Swiss government
through the “Swiss-Romanian
Cooperation Programme” with a
Swiss contribution of 74,444.00
CHF, representing 88,16% of the
total project value.
The aim “Bio-food For All”
p ro j e c t , w a s t o c re a t e a n
integrated model for the
inclusion of vulnerable people
(adults with mental disabilities
and youth leaving residential care
services) in agricultural activities :
the production, conserving and
distribution of organic produce.

AMURTEL organized a two-day
workshop on Sociocracy in the
month of April, 2017 with Rakesh
Rak.
Participants came from
other non-profit organisations,
including the Roma Education Through the project, AMURTEL a
Fund and the Coalition for was able to construct a new
Education.
greenhouse and to improve its
S o c i o c r a c y i s a n e a s y t o system of production. The
learn, systematic process for greatest added value to our
facilitating group dynamics that p r o g r a m c a m e t h r o u g h
encourages full participation, participation in sessions with
shared responsibility and greater e x p e r t s f r o m S o n n e h a l d e
Association, Switzerland that
eﬃciency in decision making.
guided our staﬀ in how to
It is based on the idea that each eﬀectively involve beneficaries in
of us has a valuable perspective, this social enterprise in ways that
and that the best decisions find are educational and motivating
ways to include everyone in the for them.
process, thus drawing on the
collective wisdom of the whole The project further strengthened
the collaboration with Prietenia
group.
A s s o c i a t i o n b y c re a t i n g a
Sociocracy has been eﬀectively consortium for distribution.
utilized to run everything from
international Erasmus projects,
to eco-villages to an electric
engineering company.
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Thank you to our
donors!
For donations of 1000+ : Vaekuntha
Vicente Martinez, Vishvabandhu Valeriano
Cheittini, Sudiipa and Amiya, Chandragupta
Wu, Rosemary Deshaies
For donations 500-1000: Tanmaya Delaiti,
Bhaktidevii Urbani, Janak St. Claire,
Bhaktaviirya Towsey, Priyadeva Fabio
Gottardi, Jyotishvar Boyd, Rainjan Guthrey
Monthly / Annual Sponsors: Toni Cretu,
Camelia Constantin, Chiranjiiva, Elena
Ianselli, Karen Bluemcke, Pashupatii
Landau, Tanmaya Delaiti, Vishala Baker,
Vivek Ewen, Pranatosh Orofino, Rekha
G re g o r y, D a n G ro s s , D a d a
Jagadhiishananda, Istadeva Eric Mager,
Gopi Fischer, Bhaktidevii Urbani, Amala
Gayatao, Vijaya Birgit Lambjerg Hansen,
Suzanne Dionne, Barbara Chartier,
Sunanda Almond, Zonnelicht school,
Associazione Ankur Yoga, Loris Baldo,
AUM, Karmeshana, Dina Heisler, Chris
Walker, Basanti Ladise, Viveka Gnidic,
Sharada Marlies, Lokeshvarii, Lisa Dwyer,
Narada Alister, Chinmaya Kinshuk,
Krsnapriya Terribile, DivyamurtiI Quale,
Tusiita Shur, Roslyn McLean, Josemar
Mercado, Aditi Harshman, Melchus Walstijn
and Yogamaya, Shubendhu, Diane Wright,
Juliette Deshaies

CSR - in-kind donations:

Corporations and
companies
Genpact - Christmas gifts for Familia
AMURTEL and giftcards from
Morningstar for employees
D&C Cash & Carry - cleaning materials
Novomatic - Gifts for Christmas, Easter
and 1st of June for both social service
projects

Donor
Organizations
2017:
Verein Kinderheim Panatau,
Switzerland 178.806 EURO
Swiss-Romanian Cooperation
Programme: 18.551 EURO
Progressive Futures 3332 EURO
AMURT Italia 2069 EURO
Amici Nel Mondo, Italia 1500 EURO
Buzau County Council 711 EURO
Panatau Local Council (in-kind use
of building for Fountain of Hope)

“Filantropi 2016”: Dedemon
(construction materials)
“Asococlic” Ateliere fara
Frontiere (computers)
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Financial Report 2017: Revenues in RON
Income Generation

Income
377.615,49 RON

Grădiniță Răsărit kindergarten
AMURTEL Bio Garden

67.898,40 RON

Morningstar Holistic Center

32.488,00 RON
478.001,89 RON

subtotal

Donor Organizations:

Valuta

RON

103.775,00 CHF

428.603,75 RON

57.913,00 €

261.766,76 RON

AMURT Italia

2.069,00 €

9.351,88 RON

Amici Nel Mondo

1.620,00 €

7.322,40 RON

Progressive Futures

3.332,00 €

15.000,00 RON

847,00 €

2.700,00 RON

Verein Kinderheim Panatau,Switzerland
Verein Kinderheim - “Vistara House Renovation”

Associazione Marcovaldo

724.744,79 RON

subtotal

Individual donors
Sponsors for Fountain of Hope After School Center

7.912,00 RON

Vaekuntha Vicente Martinez (Familia AMURTEL)

3.000,00 €

13.560,00 RON

Vishvabandhu Valeriano Cheittini

1.730,00 €

7.819,60 RON

Sudiipa Mara Grandinetti

1.513,00 €

6.838,76 RON

Donations to replace destroyed greenhouses

11.410,00 RON

Donations for Famailia AMURTEL

13.510,58 RON

Other individual donations

66.978,00 RON

subtotal

Grants
“Biofood for all" Project C 1.304
Buzau County Council - “I want to be active!”
subtotal

Government subsidies

128.028,94 RON

RON
10.919,42 RON
3.200,00 RON
14.119,42 RON
1.170,00 RON

Children’s allowance for Familia AMURTEL

72.600,00 RON

APIA subsidy for organic agriculture

13.245,00 RON

Income from redirecting 2% of taxes
subtotal

400,96 RON
87.415,96 RON

Other
diﬀerences in exchange rates

TOTAL

5.763,00 RON

1.438.074 RON
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Financial Report 2017: Expenses in RON
Income generating activities
Grădiniță Răsărit kindergarten

377.262,52 RON

AMURTEL Bio Garden (operational expenses)

69.364,03 RON

AMURTEL Bio Garden (investments in infrastructure)

11.240,00 RON

Morningstar Holistic Center

32.488,00 RON

subtotal

490.354,55 RON

Social Programs:
Familia AMURTEL residential center

425.895,16 RON

“Vistara House Renovation” - home for adults with disabilities

115.548,84 RON

Fountain of Hope After School Center

96.628,69 RON

Vistara Social Apartment

24.702,00 RON

subtotal

662.774,69 RON

Grants
“Biofood for all" Project C 1.304

9.703,97 RON

Administrative costs
Salaries for the management team
General organizational expenses

116.876,21 RON
51.869,58 RON

Subtotal

168.745,79 RON

TOTAL

1.331.579,00 RON

* the reserve 106.495 RON ( approximately 22,836 euros) represents the remainder of the grant to
renovate the new house for young adults with disabilities in Panatau
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Finance Report 2017: Summary in Euros

